THE HARMONY OF AGE
necessary I see the one or other of the departmental ministers, or their secretaries. In the city I have personal interviews whenever that is necessary. I have my own political and administrative principles and possibilities clearly before my mind. The most difficult and tiring of all is the task of making decisions. As a professor I could hold niy own opinions and could 'defeat' a colleague in Berlin when there was a question of the meaning of some context in Plautus or the formation of the wing of some species of fly. But now I have to make decisions, to advise and to command. Justice, the death penalty. There is so much that one ought to know; but I must say Yes or No on the spot. I am now having a psychological experience in this respect. Decision comes from the will and the intellect together. It is much more fatiguing than searching for words in a lexicon, much more tiring than placid, systematic thinking. Moments such as that during the war when I had to decide upon the revolution stand apart by themselves. To leave wife and child, in the hope that my friends would at least provide bread for them. Everything else was a matter of attending to small details. There is no such thing as great deeds in politics. Politics
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